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2026 ICE Presidency of Germany

Berlin, 5 January 2026

Dear Members and Partners of the Intelligence College in Europe,

As we enter 2026, [ am pleased to share with you a preview of Germany’s
presidency. Our theme this year, Intelligence and Science, aims to solidify the
College’s role as Europe’s pivotal platform for fostering a strategic,
knowledge-driven culture between our intelligence and scientific
communities.

In an era of rapid technological advancements and geopolitical challenges,
the alliance between intelligence and science has never been more critical.
Together, they provide not just answers, but the ability to ask the right
questions, unlocking new opportunities for collaboration and shaping
Europe's future in security and innovation. Despite distinct approaches to
information handling, both face shared challenges such as global security
complexities, data overload, and evolving technological landscapes. Our
presidency will therefore address key issues such as big data, artificial
intelligence, strategic foresight and methodologies crucial to both
intelligence enterprises and scientific research, aiming at a broad spectrum
of stakeholders, from intelligence professionals to academic scholars.

A wide range of events will take place throughout the year, including an
academic conference, varied thematic seminars and postgraduate courses, all
designed to explore these and other pressing topics. These initiatives will
involve close collaboration between German universities and the country’s
three federal intelligence services BND, BfV and BAMAD, alongside our
armed forces, the Bundeswehr, ensuring the integration of scientific
expertise with practical applications.
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Germany is committed to build upon the remarkable successes of the College
in its sixth year and the achievements of Norway’s and Spain’s previous
presidencies. As we embark on this exciting chapter, I extend my personal
invitation to each of you to actively engage and participate in the diverse
activities planned for this year throughout the whole College and its
members.

At the nexus of Intelligence and Science, Europe strengthens its capacity for
insight and foresight, because understanding precedes action, knowledge
creates options, and only a curious, methodologically rigorous European
intelligence community will be able to navigate uncertainty with
sovereignty.

[ look forward to welcoming you to the Steering Committee Meeting in
Berlin, and I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to the Permanent

Secretariat for its tireless work, outstanding dedication and leadership.

Yours sincerely,

Philipp Wolff



